Talk Specifications

2008 CSEE Research Review

1. Each talk should be a 20 mins talk (not including 5 mins for questions) in a research-conference style.  

2. The talk should be understandable to CSEE faculty and “A” graduate students.  The talk should be self-contained, with all specialized terms, abbreviations, and acronyms explained.  

3. The talk should concisely summarize a research result achieved during the academic year.  It should be informative, clearly stating what was accomplished and what is new and significant about it.  Give enough detail (e.g., via an example or special case) to communicate the main technical difficulty and how you overcame it.

4. The talk should not be a survey, introduction, or discussion of future plans.  It should not describe an old result from a previous year
5. We recommend that you support your talk with Powerpoint Slides (or some other such technology).  Make sure your slides are readable.  Avoid too much text.  Do include lots of helpful diagrams, photos, colorful graphics.  

6. Submit your slides at least one week in advance, so that we can load them onto the main laptop used at the event.  
7. Avoid the following common mistakes:

a. Talk is difficult to understand because it uses undefined terms and abbreviations.

b. Talk is not informative—it does not clearly state what result was accomplished, and what is new and significant about it. Talk lacks sufficient selected technical detail.
c. Speaker rushes through too many slides.
d. Speaker oversteps the 20mins time limit.

e. Slides have too much text and not enough colorful visual aids. 

f. Speaker wastes time hooking up his or her own laptop and with technical problems.

